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Dear ACPA members


As the nights are drawing in and there is a little bit more of a chill in the air, the ACPA Committee have started to plan the Programme for the British Hip Society Annual Scientific Meeting, which will be held in the historic City of Belfast, between 28th February and the 1st March 2024. We are hoping to have some really interesting talks from a variety of speakers.

It is also the time of year for ACPA Membership renewals. If you have not received an email, you can complete a membership form which is available in the ‘Membership’ section of the website and send it to ACPA Membership secretary: Catherine.armstrong@liverpoolft.nhs.uk or at Lower Limb Office, Orthopaedic Dept, Kent Lodge, Broadgreen Hospital, Thomas Drive, Liverpool, L13 3LB


The Committee - Introducing Claire Stevens. ACPA Webmaster

Advanced Arthroplasty Practitioner Service – Claire Stevens 
The arthroplasty practitioner role was created in 2003 in response to NICE guidelines on the follow up of patients with hip and knee replacement.  Initially the post covered the follow up of patients undergoing routine hip and knee replacement under the care of two consultants and over the next few years grew to include patients with primary and revision surgery (hip,
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knee and ankle replacement/arthrodesis) and those yet to undergo surgery under the care of a further six consultants.
Prior to Covid 19, the clinic format was that my own clinic ran parallel to the consultant’s clinic which meant that I could also assist if I had a gap.  My clinic would still run if the main clinic was cancelled due to leave.  Post covid, all of my clinics (telephone, face to face and distance management) are a mixture of all consultants’ patients and run independently.  
During the pandemic I was involved in the development and running of virtual fracture clinic.  I now cover this during times of increased demand, e.g. during strikes.
I have run telephone clinics since 2016, but these are now more frequent post covid and there is a strong triaging element due to the backlog of patients.  I developed the distance management format in 2021 and plan to expand this more as we attempt to deal with our review backlog.
Due to inheriting the outpatient caseloads for two consultants when they retired, my caseload and backlog comprises around a third of the hip and knee team.  I am addressing this by liaising with colleagues around the country and ensuring that we are meeting the relevant professional and corporate guidance for dealing with our patients safely and effectively.
I intend to follow up patients under the care of other consultants as my caseload naturally diminishes due to discharge and natural wastage with the aim being that we provide a safe and equitable service for all our patients with lower limb joint replacements.
My current timetable has 72 telephone and 30 distance management slots on one week and 64 face to face slots on the following week.
My skill set includes clinical examination, imaging and clinical test interpretation, joint injections, patient specific counselling pre surgery, knee bracing and health promotion.
Professionally I am an occupational therapist and my areas of interest are optimising patient health pre surgery and focusing on quality of life post- surgery and in those situations where surgery is not an option.  I am a member of the British Society of Lifestyle Medicine and hope to undertake my Lifestyle Medicine Diploma and Public Health Masters in the next few years. 
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The British Orthopaedic Association Annual Congress 2023 19Th- 22nd September 2023, Liverpool.
The theme of this years Congress was ‘Sustainable Systems’ and was held over 4 days with a variety of Specilaist groups and Societioes presenting talks.
BAJIS presented early on day one providing a session on prosthetic and fracture related infection and current paradigms of care.
The main BOA session titled ‘SOS: Sustainable Orthopaedic Systems - The Time for Change is Now’ focused on how as clinicians, we can encourage change and nurture new generations of individuals, to promote sustainable healthcare.
Industry and breakout sessions were held during the remainder of the day, with the sessions being drawn towards a close with the Robert Jones lecture on ‘Innovation, regulation and Evaluation in orthopaedic Surgery; Professor Andrew Carr discussed different forms of innovation and their impact on healthcare, both in positive and negative ways. He discussed the importance of scrutiny and regulation whilst still encouraging new surgical techniques and technologies alongside improved patient care and outcomes.
Day 2 had a particularly detailed session from the NJR and was divided into two sessions; Sustainability and the role of the registry, which looked at what the NJR had provided over the last 20 years, the impact for patients from a patient’s perspective, the importance of the Cumberlege Report and it’s impact on patient safety and the performance monitoring role; session 2 looked at Sustainability and continuing development which focused on how the NJR data set could be used for future research, sustainability considerations for the Orthopaedic sector and ‘our Patient Network which encourages a stronger patient voice’
The ATOCP- the Association of Trauma and Orthopaedic Chartered Physiotherapists, who provided a variety of interesting sessions which included the following:
· The impact of Pre-habilitation on outcome.
· Mechanisms of Pain Sensitization in Knee Osteoarthritis Pain that May Predict Outcomes After Total Knee Replacement Surgery  
· Patient outcomes following hip fracture surgery
· Rehabilitation of ACL injuries
· Impact of delayed physiotherapy assessment and input on length of stay and post operative outcome
Day 3 introduced sessions for The Extended Clinical Team giving delegates the opportunity to network with differing members of the multi-disciplinary team. The first session covered the differing roles and routes to the surgical team which included competencies.
The second session addressed a wide range of subjects from improving the patient journey, managing data, planning a research project, developing career pathways, assessment and planning the investigation of new and follow up patients in outpatient clinics, to formulating plans for post operative care, supporting ACP/AHP development and training.
Cathy Armstrong, ex-president of the ACPA was invited to talk on The future direction of the Extended Clinical Team – giving suggestions for setting up and organising an annual event as well as establishing a network. Well done to Cathy for sharing her expertise on such an important subject.
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News From GIRFT
More surgical hubs awarded accreditation for meeting top clinical and operational standards: 24th July 2023

A further eight elective surgical hubs have been accredited for delivering high standards in clinical and operational practice.
The GIRFT team evaluated the hubs against five elements: the patient pathway, staff and training, clinical governance and outcomes, facilities and ring-fencing, and utilisation and productivity.
It is the first cohort of surgical hubs to be assessed as part of the GIRFT accreditation scheme following the initial pilot in March (2023) when eight hubs achieved accreditation.
The eight newly accredited hubs are:
· Sulis Hospital – Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS FT
· South West London Elective Orthopaedic Centre (SWLEOC) – Epsom and St Helier University Hospitals NHS Trust
· Heatherwood Hospital – Frimley Health NHS Foundation Trust
· The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital – The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
· Warwick Hospital Day Surgery Unit – South Warwickshire University NHS Foundation Trust
· Chase Farm Hospital – Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust
· Chapel Allerton Hospital – The Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust
· Rochdale Infirmary – Northern Care Alliance NHS Foundation Trust
“We have been impressed with the professionalism and enthusiasm of the hub teams who are delivering outstanding care. GIRFT’s focus is on developing surgical hubs with the aim of improving patient flow so that patients have shorter waits for surgery and, for some procedures, will be more likely to be able to go home on the same day.” 
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Professor Tim Briggs, Chair of GIRFT and NHS England’s National Director for Clinical Improvement and Elective Recovery.



ACPA, The British Orthopaedic Association,                                                                       
35-43 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London WC2A 3PE
http://www.acpa-uk.net
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NJR Update  
New three-tier NJR Quality Data Provider (QDP) Award Scheme
Our new three-tier, gold, silver and bronze awarding system has been devised to further encourage all hospitals to strive for the most excellent data quality standard and enable those who achieve this to receive the highest level of recognition. Awards made under the new scheme will be assessed on the achievement of our increasingly high standards in our audit measures of data quality. These have been applied and advised for the next cycle of the NJR data quality audit – deadline for data submission is 30 September 2023.
More detail about the enhancement of the scheme along with some useful FAQs can be found here: Quality Data Provider Scheme – The National Joint Registry (njrcentre.org.uk)
NJR Shoulder Audit commences
The purpose of the audit is to identify from hospital records (HES data) any eligible shoulder joint replacement procedures that have not been entered onto the registry and to ask hospitals to obtain the clinical data required to enter these missing procedures onto the registry retrospectively. It is possible that some of these procedures may have been incorrectly coded initially and may not be eligible for submission into the registry.
NJR Consultant Level Reports and Surgeon Level Reports
Consultant Level Reports (CLR) and Surgeon Level Reports (SLR) for FY 2022/23 are now available to download at NJR Connect – Data Services. Surgeons are advised to check their reports and get in touch with the NJR Service Desk if there seems to be any data missing or if it has been wrongly attributed.

OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY


19th October 2023

NOA Annual members Conference 2023
Venue: Birmingham
Register via BOA events page.

23rd to 24th  November 2023

3rd International Conference on Arthroplasty and orthopaedic Surgery
Venue: City Seasons Suites Hotel 
Register via BOA events page.

28th November 2023

Unicompartmental Knee Arthritis Symposium
Venue: Delta Hotel, Bristol City Centre
Register via Clockwork medical website


30th November - 1st December 2023

Bristol Hip 2023
Venue: Delta Hotel, Bristol City Centre
Register via Clockwork medical website

4 - 6th December 2023
The 22nd Oswestry Foot & Ankle Course
Venue: Robert Jones & Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital
Register via BOA events page.

14th - 15th December 2023

Basingstoke Knee osteotomy Masterclass
Venue: The Ark Centre, Basingstoke
Register via Clockwork medical website

Tuesday 16th January 2024
The 4th British Patellofemoral Society Meeting
Venue: Ashton Gate Stadium, Bristol
Register via Clockwork medical website


Monday 29th & Tuesday 30th January 2024

Birmingham Orthopaedic Oncology Meeting
Venue: The Grand Hotel Birmingham
Register via Clockwork medical website


Thursday 14th & Friday 15th March 2024

BLRS Annual Meeting 2024
Venue: Crown Plaza, Glasgow
Register via Clockwork medical website

Tuesday 21st & 22nd May 2024

BASK 2024 Spring Congress
Venue: Manchester Central Convention Complex
Register via Clockwork medical website




 




We would love to hear from anyone interested in taking a more active role in the ACPA committee. If that appeals to you then you should contact us info@acpa-uk.net and we can arrange an informal chat.
Follow us on twitter as there are many free webinars available that might be of interest to you.
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