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ACPA recommendations for a practitioner conducting 12 month review of hip and knee arthroplasty

The Arthroplasty Care Practitioner’s Association (ACPA) recommend that any practitioner employed to undertake arthroplasty surveillance should be evaluated by their employing organisation for evidence of sufficient competency to practice in that role.  A competency framework was developed in conjunction with the Department of Health and all key medical stakeholders in 2011, and it provides a guide for this assessment.

In addition, ACPA recommends the following:

Person specification

· Band 6 equivalent or higher allied health professional or orthopaedic nurse

· Level 2 or higher on the ACPA competency framework for ‘Follow up of hip and knee’

· If the practitioner has only achieved Level 2, a protocol will be required with a decision algorithm and/or support from local consultant orthopaedic surgeons

· Evidence of competency in arthroplasty image interpretation, which may be achieved through attendance on the University of Liverpool course in association with ACPA and/or locally supervised and documented CPD activity.  This is necessary to provide evidence for a health professional working outside the basic scope of practice.

· Mandatory IRMER training (prerequisite to ordering radiographic images)

Local clinic requirements

· Local protocol should be defined for arthroplasty surveillance including requests for x-ray or other investigative tests

· Accountability structure should be clearly defined for all arthroplasty practitioners working in the unit
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